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Things become by vanishing is a project that intertwines two stories belonging to a single narrative: that of wa-
ter and its metamorphoses. Both unfold in Abruzzo, where the Gran Sasso and the Tirino Valley share the same 
hydric breath, an underground and invisible continuum that links the mountain to the plain.

The work develops across two complementary chapters. The first focuses on the former Calderone Glacier, at 
about 2,700 meters of altitude, a fragile place where solid matter retreats and dissolves, turning into absence. 
The second takes shape along the Tirino River, a clear and constant spring whose waters rise on the Campo Im-
peratore plateau and, once they reach the valley, slowly shape the landscape and the communities that inhabit 
it. These two sites stand as the extremes of a single organism.

Water, in its various forms, acts as a generative and destructive force simultaneously: it erases and shapes, 
builds and dissolves, giving form to the landscape in the very moment it consumes it. Things become by vani-
shing investigates the metamorphic dimension of water as a principle of transformation, conveying the percep-
tion of a landscape that forms and dissolves over time, crossed by stories and geological processes that conti-
nuously redraw its boundaries.
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Graduating from FSM in Florence with a degree in photography in 2007. He started his photographic research in 2005 with 
a project about coastal erosion, which affects 1500 km of Italian costline. The resulting project, “Among” aimed to investi-
gate natural processes of the landscape. Over the last few years Barile’s work has been driven by an interest in science in re-
lation to art - both conceived as tools for a better understanding of reality. His long-term project, “An Investigation of the 
Laws Observable in the Composition, Dissolution and Restoration of Land,” examines the manner in which geomorpholo-
gy acts upon the land, serving as testimony to the vastness of geological time. The work employs photography to stimulate 
a deeper understanding of the landscape and our connection with the natural environment. 

“At first glance, Fabio Barile’s practice could be said to follow in the long tradition of Italian landscape photography which 
includes practitioners such as Luigi Ghirri, Guido Guidi. On closer inspection, however, the images in 
An Investigation hew to a tight conceptual framework that belie their simplicity, asking deeper questions about the nature 
of Time, and geologic time questions whose philosophical implications underpin scientific endeavor, human perception, 
and the unknowable forces of creative destruction at work in Nature”1. 1.Naomi Itami
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