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Touch and sight have traditionally been considered opposing senses: the former requires direct contact and proximity,
while the lacter operates at a distance, mcdiating knowlcdgc through iight. However, the thcory of the haptic gaze chal-
icngcs this dichotomy hy proposing a way of seeing that resembles touching. The haptic gaze does not mcrciy observe
but “caresses” the image, perceiving its texture and dcnsity as ifﬁngcrtips could Cxplorc it.

This idea resonates with the ﬁgurc of Saint Thomas the Apostic, who doubted Christ’s resurrection until he could touch

His wounds. His story highlights the limitations of sight alone and the need for tactile confirmation of reality. From chis
y highlig g Y

perspective, visual perception is never purcly opticai but always involves a tactile dimcnsion, Cspccially when the image

becomes material.

In these images, | have chosen representations of Saint Thomas in which the eyes are 1ooking at the wound while the
ﬁngcr is touching it. By rccomhining these two elements, touch and sight find themselves in a battle ofpcrccptions.
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Fabio Barile
www.fabiobarile.com
info@fabiobarile.com

Graduating from FSM in Florence with a degree in photography in 2007. He started his photographic research in 2005 with
a project about coastal erosion, which affects 1500 km of Iralian costline. The resulting project, “Among” aimed to investi-
gate natural processes of the landscape. Over the last few years Barile’s work has been driven by an interest in science in re-
lation to art - both conceived as tools for a better understanding of reality. His long-term project, “An Investigation of the
Laws Observable in the Composition, Dissolution and Restoration of Land,” examines the manner in which geomorpholo-
gy acts upon the land, serving as testimony to the vastness of geological time. The work employs photography to stimulate
a deeper understanding of the landscape and our connection with the natural environment.

“At first glance, Fabio Barile’s practice could be said to follow in the long tradition of Tralian landscape photography which
includes practitioners such as Luigi Ghirri, Guido Guidi. On closer inspection, however, the images in

An Investigation hew to a tight conceprual framework that belie their simplicity, asking deeper questions about the nature
of Time, and geologic time questions whose philosophical implications underpin scientific endeavor, human perception,
and the unknowable forces of creative destruction at work in Nature”r. .Naomi [tami
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