
The series takes its cue from the previous work Prespicere, a work on the representation of geology 
in the early Renaissance, in which images of frescoes and paintings have been digitally manipulated 
by removing all the figures from the scene and reconstructing the landscape in the background to 
make it the subject of the image.
In this new series the same process has been done using AI software, but instead of working only 
within the original frame of the painting, the image has been scaled up in several expansions, step 
by step the style and colors have moved away from the original image, creating a surreal landscape 
made of multiple images that were used for training the software. 
All of these images have their roots in the same visual idea of geology used as a source for the work. 
This process represents for me the increase in complexity of the way in which geology is represented 
and the new artificial intelligence technologies are able to represent these large amounts of data, 
which are the fulcrum of our contemporaneity.

The following works have been generated from iPhone pictures of  Fra Angelico’s frescoes in the 
friary of San Marco in Florence that have geological features..
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Graduating from FSM in Florence with a degree in photography in 2007. He started his photographic research in 2005 with 
a project about coastal erosion, which affects 1500 km of Italian costline. The resulting project, “Among” aimed to investi-
gate natural processes of the landscape. Over the last few years Barile’s work has been driven by an interest in science in re-
lation to art - both conceived as tools for a better understanding of reality. His long-term project, “An Investigation of the 
Laws Observable in the Composition, Dissolution and Restoration of Land,” examines the manner in which geomorpholo-
gy acts upon the land, serving as testimony to the vastness of geological time. The work employs photography to stimulate 
a deeper understanding of the landscape and our connection with the natural environment. 

“At first glance, Fabio Barile’s practice could be said to follow in the long tradition of Italian landscape photography which 
includes practitioners such as Luigi Ghirri, Guido Guidi. On closer inspection, however, the images in 
An Investigation hew to a tight conceptual framework that belie their simplicity, asking deeper questions about the nature 
of Time, and geologic time questions whose philosophical implications underpin scientific endeavor, human perception, 
and the unknowable forces of creative destruction at work in Nature”1. 1.Naomi Itami
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